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berland, appealed to Rome, where the Pope, in a full council, decreed him to be restored : but that decree was never received here; so that Wilfrid returning, went as far from the North as he could, and came into Sussex, where the king who ruled in those parts, gave him Selsey, and there he founded a monastery, which his successors held for many years; and it was afterwards made the seat of the Bishop of that diocese, and so it continued until removed to Chichester. But in the reigns of succeeding kings, as the Pope's supremacy came to be exalted, appeals to him necessarily followed: and for a long time the Papal authority prevailed over the regal; but at last the Popes living at Avignon, and being followed with schisms, when they returned to Rome, their power began to sink; and then councils asserted the freedom of the Church from Papal encroachments, till at last princes and Popes divided all the rights which were claimed by the Church; and kings re-assumed the power of determining causes by appeals, in their secular courts; but still with so tender a regard to that spiritual jurisdiction, which had been practised in such cases, that a distinction was found out to palliate their authority; for the cause of appeal was supposed to be upon some irregularity committed by the ecclesiastical judge, in his proceedings; so that the appeal was from the abuse, and not from the jurisdiction. Besides, the secular courts were to re-hear the cause according to the canons, and so by this means they possessed themselves of it, but gave judgment according to the common law. These appeals to Rome, which at first were rarely brought, but upon great and extraordinary occasions, were now very frequent; and it was an unusual thing in the reign of king Stephen; for when a difference happened between Henry Bishop of Win-ton, that king's brother, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, because Winton was made the Pope's legate, which the other thought to be an encroachment on his right as Legatus natus ; the legate appealed to Rome, which the writers of that age affirm to be the first appeal thither; but that may be a mistake; however Gerons and Huntington tell us, that in Anglid appellationes non erant in usu; and they that were inaudita here